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HISTORICAL PREFACE 
 
 
[Add historic photo here.]  
 
 

Hardwickõs History 
 
The Town of Hardwick had its beginning in the part of town known as Hardwick Street. The 

land was granted to Danforth Keyes and his associates in 1780 and chartered in1781. Settlements were 
attempted but it wa s not until 1792 that Mark Norris and his wife arrived from New Hampshire to 
become the first permanent settlers. In 1793 and 1794 the settlement grew to a sizeable community.  

The building of the Bayley -Hazen Road facilitated growth of this area. General B ayley began 
this road in 1776 for the purposes of conveying troops and provisions into Canada. The project was 
abandoned but begun again in 1779. 

The first town meeting was held at the home of Mark Norris in 1794. The Town was organized 
in 1795. In that ye ar, fifteen votes were cast for the Governor of the state.  

In 1798 Samuel Stevens came to the area. He chose for his location what is now East Hardwick 
and built what is now known as òthe Brick Houseó. He named this village Stevensville. By 1885 
Stevensville was a thriving community, boasting two general stores, two churches, a carriage factory, a 
saw mill, a grist mill and several dwellings. In 1846, the first post office was established at the village, 
by then called North Hardwick.  

The first settlement  in South Hardwick or Lamoille, now Hardwick village, was made by Captain 
John Bridgman in 1795. The town grew rapidly from 1790 to 1860. The St. Johnsbury and Lamoille 
County Railroad was officially opened in 1877. Hardwick was dependent on agriculture an d its location 
as a trade center until the opening of the quarries nearby.  

Henry Mack pioneered the granite industry in 1868. With the completion of the railroad 
Hardwick came prominently into the field as a shipping point. The Village of Hardwick was cha rtered in 
1890. In 1897 the Hardwick and Woodbury railroad was completed, connecting the quarries with the 
town.  

The granite industry reached its peak in 1911. The decline was slow. Operations continued 
through the 1920s and until 1934 on a small scale. T he tracks of the Hardwick to Woodbury railroad 
were taken up for scrap metal during World War II.  

Recent history has seen the Village of Hardwick merge with the town in July 1988 creating a 
single municipal governance system again. In 1992 a fire destroyed  two buildings and damaged a third 
altering Hardwickõs Historic Main Street. The buildings were reconstructed and the downtown area 
continued as the economic and historic center of Hardwick. In 2006, Main Street suffered another 
setback as the Bemis block burned, gutting the structure. At this time the Bemis block is under 
redevelopment along with many other projects and developments throughout the town.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Hardwick has been many things over the years- agricultural settlement, trading cent er, mill 
site, granite capital, down on its luck community, and rebuilding center. Hardwick today is described 
in many ways including as the òGateway to the Northeast Kingdomó. The Town of Hardwick is a 
combination of the people  and the land they work . The Hardwick Area Chamber of Commerce may 
have described it best  when they called this area òThe Heart of Vermontó. They went on to say: 
 

More than our geographic location, the "Heart of Vermont" expresses who we are.   In our area, 
you'll find "real Vermonter s" - people that work hard, play hard, care for their neighbors and 
respect each other and the land.   As we worked to identify who we really are, it quickly 
became apparent that we represent Vermont in a very real sense.   This is your grandfather's 
Vermont.  If you visited Vermont as a child - this the Vermont that you will remember.   You 
won't find fancy ski hills, extravagant shopping malls, or people that try to impress each other 
with their material possessions.   What you will find are people that live and work in an area 
that is known for its rugged beauty.   We do have beautiful lakes, wonderful hills, cross -
country ski trails, golf courses, hiking and biking trails, and unusual shops and attractions that 
are well worth the search to find.   In the Heart  of Vermont, you can unplug, relax and connect 
to your family, friends and the natural beauty that surrounds you.  

 
The Town of Hardwick Town Plan had been a valuable document to the community for many 

years. This 2008 revision of the Hardwick Town Plan wil l expand on the earlier plan s to address more 
topics, provide additional insight to existing subjects, add more maps, and revise the goals, policies, 
and recommendations to better chart our course for the future.  
 Hardwick continues to face many opportuni ties and challenges. Over the past five to ten years,  
Hardwick has accomplished much and had to endure many set backs. The industrial park is filling up 
with high quality businesses; unemployment has dropped and incomes are rising; our education systems 
have improved. At the same time the village had to recover from yet another fire on Main Street.   

This town plan is a place where Hardwick can take stock in where they are and set a course for 
the future. For Hardwick, this is our opportunity to reflect on our present challenges and opportunities 
and chart our course for the next five, ten, or twenty years. The success or failure of this, or any other 
planning effort, rests with the community. A bold plan needs inspired persons to support it.  

This plan is not intended to be a plan for only some of the community or of a certain special 
interest, but instead a plan that reflects the aspirations and values of all of Hardwick residents. The 
Planning Commission has made every effort during the development of this  plan to reflect the values 
and ideals of the entire town. Of course, it would be foolhardy to imply that this plan is a consensus 
opinion of the townõs residents - it is impossible to draft a plan of this magnitude without disagreement 
by some. However, t he Hardwick Planning Commission has listened to and considered all of the 
comments and viewpoints posed during the drafting of the plan. What follows is a reflection of our 
common history, the present status of our townõs facilities and services, an expression of the views of 
the residents of Hardwick, and the direction proposed for the Town of Hardwick over the next five 
years and into the future.   

 

How is a town plan useful to the residents and property owners  of Hardwick?  
 
Towns are not required to adop t municipal plans so the question is sometimes asked ð why 

spend the time and effort to write a town plan? There is a range of ways in which a town plan can be 
used - from simply a source of information to a foundation for regulations. Ultimately, the resi dents of 
Hardwick will determine the uses of the Hardwick Town Plan. Among the potential uses of the 
municipal plan are the following:  

 
1. A source of information : The plan is a valuable source of information for local boards, 

commissions, citizens and businesses. The information in a plan could serve to familiarize residents, 
potential residents, and development interests about Hardwick and its resources.  
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2. A basis for community programs and decision-making: The plan is a guide for the 
recommendations contained in a capital budget and program, for any proposed community 
development program, and for the direction and content of local initiatives such as farmland 
protection, recreation planning and housing.  
 

3. A source for planning studies: Few plans can address every issue in sufficient detail. Town 
plans not only record and discuss what is known about the resources and residents of the town but also 
what is not known. Therefore, many plans will recommend further studies to develop courses of action 
on specific needs.  
 

4. A standard for review at the state and regional levels : Act 250 and other state regulatory 
processes identify the municipal plan as a standard for review of applications.  Municipal plans are 
important to the development of regional plans  and regional and inter -municipal programs. In addition, 
state proposals must comply with town plans including the purchase of state land for parks and 
recreation.  
 

5. A long-term guide : The plan is a long-term guide by which to measure and evaluate public  
and private proposals that affect the physical, social, and economic environment of the community.  
 

6. To fulfill an eligibility requirement for state and federal grants : In 2000, the state began 
requiring towns to adopt plans in order to be eligible for most grants and low interest loans. Planning 
grants, water and wastewater grants, community development grants, historic preservation grants, and 
other key sources of funding all now require the municipality to have an adopted plan. While many 
private fund ing sources do not require town plans in order to be eligible, having a town plan that 
documents the need for funding will generally strengthen the application.  
 

7. A basis for regulatory action : The plan can serve as a foundation and guide for the creati on 
of land use regulations such as zoning regulations, subdivision regulations, official map, shoreland 
bylaws, and flood hazard bylaws and for the decisions made under these regulations. It can also help 
guide other ordinances that may be considered by th e town including septic, health, junk, speed limits, 
and road standards ordinances.  

 

What is required in a town plan?  
 
Vermont municipalities are authorized to create municipal development plans under 24 V.S.A. 

§4381. The state statutes require that certa in topics be discussed although it does not mandate any 
specific goals and policies. All local plans in Vermont, regardless of whether they are for rural or urban 
municipalities, must include the following ten components:  

 
1.  A statement of objectives, po licies, and programs of the municipality to guide the future growth 

and development of land, public services and facilities, and to protect the environment;  
2.  A land use plan and map; 
3.  A transportation plan and map;  
4.  A utility and public facility p lan and map; 
5. A statement of the municipality's policies for the preservation of rare and irreplaceable natural 

areas, and scenic and historic resources; 
6.  An education facilities plan and map;  
7.  A recommended program for implementing the plan's obje ctives;  
8.  A statement of how the plan relates to adjacent municipalities' plans and the regional plan;  
9.  An energy plan, including policies and programs to implement those policies; and  
10. A housing element, including a recommended program for address ing low and moderate -income 

persons' needs as identified in the regional plan.  
 
These represent the minimum requirements of Act 200 (the Vermont Planning and Development 

Act). Each town plan will be different depending on the unique qualities that exist in  every community. 
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Hardwick has, for instance, added a chapter on economic development and expanded chapters on the 
natural resources in town.  

 

How the town plan was developed  
 
The Hardwick Planning Commission, whose members were appointed by the Selectboard, 

developed this town plan. In September 200 6 the planning commission applied for a Municipal Planning 
Grant from the Department of Housing and Community Affairs (DHCA) to update and revise the town 
plan. The grant was approved and the commission contract ed with Michael Miller Municipal Planning 
Services, Inc, based in East Hardwick, for technical assistance and guidance. Throughout 2007 and into 
2008, the Hardwick  Planning Commission worked to revise the plan to create the document you have 
today. This was accomplished through a few steps.  

Using the Town Plan Hardwick, Vermont 2002 as a starting point, the planning commission 
reviewed each chapter of the plan for areas to improve and amend. Reviewing each chapter, one at a 
time, the planning commission hel d public meetings to get input as well as meeting with important 
groups and individuals. Where appropriate, additional research, data collection and analyses were 
performed to guide the amendment. The final step involved the review and development of Hardwickõs 
goals, policies, and recommendations based on the existing conditions, identified needs, and projected 
trends.  

After a draft plan was developed, the Planning Commission and Selectboard held warned public 
hearings to get additional public comment. Th e involvement of town residents in the planning process 
cannot be overstated. While it was the responsibility of the planning commission to develop the plan, it 
was the citizens, committees, and other local groups who played the critical role of gathering 
information and formulating plan policies. Without the participation of residents, the balancing of 
needs, values, and resources would have been difficult to achieve.  

Planning is a continuous process and plans must be amended to meet new challenges or 
situations. Town planõs are only valid for five years and then must be readopted. This provides an 
opportunity to review policies and goals and, if necessary, to amend the document.  
 

The structure of the plan  
 
The Hardwick Town Plan is divided into four main sections: 

¶ Section 1 ð Hardwick ð The People and the Place is where the community profile, 
historic and scenic resources, and the natural resources of the area are discussed.  

¶ Section 2 ð Living and Working in the Heart of Vermont will review housing and 
economic development plans.  

¶ Section 3 ð Servicing the Residents, Visitors and Businesses of Hardwick is a broad 
review of the many public and private services available in the area. This includes such 
topics as education, transportation, health services, tele communications, and utilities 
such as water, sewer and electric.   

¶ Section 4 ð Hardwickõs Plans for Tomorrow where a new land use plan and strategy for 
achieving our goals will be laid out.  

 
The chapters that appear in each of the section will  address both the required elements of Act 

200 (discussed above) and other key areas of concern. Each of the ten required elements is addressed 
including information on past trends, current status, and future needs. Based on the analysis of that 
information, one or mo re goals are established for each chapter . Goals can be defined as the òdesired 
future conditionó ð although some may not be attainable for many years. Policies  describe conditions 
or standards by which anyone can evaluate a project to ensure compliance wi th a goal.  Policies may 
also be local positions on specific issues.  

Finally, each chapter concludes with a discussion of the recommendations  for implementation 
of the goals and/or policies. Some may involve continuing current actions while others suggest new 
efforts for the future. A good implementation plan will describe what is required, by whom, and in 
what time frame. By following these guidelines the course of action that the plan is recommending 
should be clear.  
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Section 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Insert Photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hardwick ð The People and the Place 
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A.  COMMUNITY PROFILE 
 
Population information is some of the most basic and important data needed in order to plan 

for a community. Historical growth trends, the age structure, and future predictions are just a few  
pieces of information which can help decision makers in guiding the future of Hardwick.   
 

Historical Census counts  
  

Since 1791 the U.S. Census Bureau has conducted an actual count of persons living in each town 
in the country every ten years. The histori cal data in Figure 1 shows some trends over the past two 
hundred years.  

Between 1791 and 1840 there was steady growth before the population leveled out for the next 
half century. The end of the 19 th Century saw the introduction of the granite industry and  a huge spike 
in population. This period continued until approximately 1910 when the population dropped sharply 
and then slowly declined until 1960. Since 1960, Hardwickõs population has slowly increased until today 
when Hardwickõs population is approximately that of its 1910 peak of 3,200 residents. When t he 2010 
Census is conducted it is likely that Hardwick will exceed that all time high figure.    

Figure 1. Population of Hardwick 1791-2000
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 Source: US Census 
 

Components of population change  
 

Population change is the result of two sets of factors ð natural increase and net migration. The 
population change shown in Table 1 is the difference between Census counts. In each of the past three 
decades the population has increased ð from a low of only 147 more people in town  in 1980 compared 
to 1970 to a high of 3 51 persons when the 1990 and 1980 Census are compared. 
 
Table 1. Changes in population between Census counts from 1970-2000. 

Period Change in 
population  

Percent change 

1970-1980 + 147 6.0 % 

1980-1990 + 351 13.4 % 

1990-2000 + 210 7.1 % 

Source: US Census (1970-2000) 
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Populations increase ônaturallyõ when more people are born over a certain time period than 
die. The Vermont Department of Health has kept birth and death statistics for each town since 1857. 
Table 2 shows the number of recorded births and deaths in the town of Hardwick in each of the past 
three decades. Growth from natural causes has varied from between 4.9 % to 8.6%. Therefore, even if 
no one had moved to Hardwick over the past 30 years the population w ould still have grown by an 
estimated 540 persons. 

 
Table 2. Population change due to natural increase  

Period Increase 
% population change due 

to natural increase  

1970-1980 211 8.6 % 

1980-1990 180 6.9 % 

1990-2000 149 4.9 % 

Source: Center for Rural Studies- Town Profiles; VT Department of Health Vital Statistics (1970 -2000) 
 
 Net migration is the second factor affecting population change. Quite simply, net migration is 
the difference between the number of persons moving into town and moving out of town. This 
information is determined by subtracting the natural increase from the total change in population. For 
example, it is known from Census data that there was an increase of 351 persons in Hardwick between 
1980 and 1990 (see Table 1). It was determined t hat, of the 351 persons, 180 were the result of natural 
increase (see Table 2) therefore the other 171 were the result of net migration (see Table 3). 
Interestingly, there was a net loss of residents during the 1970s. Were it not for natural increase, the 
population in town would have dropped.   
 
Table 3. Net migration  

Period Net migration  % population change 
due to net migration  

1970 ð 1980 -64 -2.6 % 

1980 ð 1990 171 6.5 % 

1990 ð 2000 61 2.2 % 

 
 Over the past thirty years, the increase in population ha s been primarily from natural causes 
not migration. Since 1970, the population has increased by 708 persons of whom there was a natural 
increase of 540 persons and a net migration of 168  persons.   
  

Current population and age distribution  
  
 The most recent population count for Hardwick is 3,174 persons (U.S. Census 2000). Every year 
the US Census estimates each townõs population based on building permits and vital statistics (the birth 
and death reports discussed above). Hardwickõs 2006 population-estimat e (the most recent on record) 
is 3,261. If the estimate is accurate then Hardwick has grown a modest 2.7% just past the halfway point 
to the next Census count.  

The median age for Hardwick is 35.9 years old, which is 1.8 years younger than the state 
average and 2.6 years younger than Caledonia County as a whole. 

Age and age distribution information is important in order to predict future service needs, 
especially schools. Breakdowns by age categories are shown in Figure 2 along side comparable numbers 
from 1990. There were two distinct peaks on the 2000 chart at the ô5 to 14õ age groups and ô35 to 39õ 
group. Compared to statewide figures, Hardwick has proportionately fewer òboomersó (ages 45 to 60). 
It is important to note that this graph is of Hardwick in 2 000 so this graph is eight or more years off. 
Members of ô35 to 39õ group are now members of ô40 to 44õ or ô45 to 49õ. These statistics will be 
updated when new Census information is released in 2011.    
 Compared to 1990 Hardwick has fewer infants, much fe wer young adults (20-29), and an 
increase in middle ages groups (35-59). This has already translated into decreased enrollments at 
school and will presuppose an increase in retirees starting in 2010 and continuing for approximately 20 
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years. Retirees have different needs and require different services than working age groups. Changes 
should be expected for the amount and types of services needed by these groups as time goes by.    
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Figure 2. Population by age groups in Hardwick 1990-2000
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Source: U.S. Census 1990, 2000. 
 

Diversity  
  

Diverse communities benefit from having a variety of viewpoints, backgrounds and experiences 
with which to take advantage of opportunities or address problems. Communities that celebrate the 
similarities and differences that exist within their community enj oy a deeper understanding of their 
neighbors and of the world as a whole.   
 There are many ways to measure the diversity of a community. Ancestry, ethnic group, age 
groups, economic classes, place of birth, education, marital and civil union status, disab ility, and 
religious affiliation are all ways to look at diversity. Although certainly homogeneous when compared 
to other parts of the United States, Hardwick does have a mix of races, ethnic groups, economic 
classes, and religions.  
 

Some measures of diversity include:  

¶ Hardwick is 97.9% white which is slightly higher than the state average of 96.8%. Our 
largest minority is Native American (0.8%) which is also the largest race (after white) 
identified by individuals as having 2 or more races. Other races in  Hardwick include 
black/African American and Asian. (US Census 2000)  

¶ As a result of our history, certain groups were drawn to Hardwick. The ancestries most 
identified by Hardwick residents in the 2000 Census was French (28.6%), English (22.4%), 
Irish (18%), United States or American (10.5%), and French Canadian (6.9%). 

¶ As discussed above, age groups are an important indicator of diversity. Compared to 
Vermont as a whole, Hardwick has more children (under 20) and few boomers (45 to 64) 
and residents in thei r 20s.  

¶ Hardwick is 74.2% native Vermonter; much higher than the state average of 54.3%. 
Another 23.8% were born in another state, 0.5% are Americans born outside of the United 
States, 0.8% are naturalized citizens and 0.7% are not citizens.  

¶ Most residents of Hardwick speak only English (97.6%) and most of the remaining 
residents were bilingual. Only 13 residents at the last Census were identified as speaking 
English less than òvery welló. 

¶ Although skewed to the lower incomes, Hardwick has a mix of incomes  from the lowest 
groups to the highest. While every community wants their residents to achieve the 
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middle class, having a town where low income residents are excluded and forced to live 
elsewhere is neither fair nor legal.   

 
 While diversity adds to the c haracter and flavor of a community, it may also add challenges. 
Some of these may include: 

¶ Language. This is the most apparent and is many times very contentious. The inability to 
speak English challenges many small communities that host foreign born resid ents. This 
makes integration into the community difficult for the new residents and adds friction as 
bilingual teachers may need to be added to schools, increasing costs to the host town.  

¶ Cultural and religious differences . New cultures bring traditions w ith them sometimes 
are a challenge to integrate. As communities in Chittenden County are learning, 
something as basic as cemeteries may not be appropriate for the religious practices of 
new residents.  

 

Regional and neighborhood populations  
 

Hardwick is located at the western edge of Caledonia County , which is experiencing modest 
growth rates. While the state grew by 8.2%, Caledonia County grew at a slower rate of 6.7%. Hardwick 
grew slightly faster than  the county rate but slower than the state rate (see Table 4 ð next page).  

Table 4 indicates that Hardwick, Greensboro and Woodbury appear to be missing the rapid 
growth of surrounding towns. Many surrounding communities are growing at twice their rate (14% or 
more). Lamoille County probably places the greate st pressure on Hardwick as the county is growing at 
17.7% while Washington and Orleans are growing at more average rates of 5.7% and 9.3% respectively.  
 Based US Census population estimates, the Town of Wolcott has remained in the top 5 fastest 
growing to wns in the State of Vermont for a few years running. While the housing market has cooled, 
Hardwick still has some fast growing towns nearby.  
 
Table 4. Populations and percent change since 1990 for Hardwick and neighboring towns. 

Town 1990 
Population 

2000 
Population  

% Change 90-
00 

Cabot 1,043 1,213 16.3 

Craftsbury 994 1,136 14.3 

Elmore 753 849 48.2 

Greensboro 717 770 7.4 

Hardwick  2,964  3,174 7.1  

Stannard 148 185 25.0 

Walden 703 782 11.2 

Wolcott  1,229 1,456 18.5 

Woodbury 766 809 5.6 

Caledonia County 27,846 29,702 6.7 

State of Vermont  562,758 608,827 8.2 

Source: U.S. Census 1990, 2000 
 

Future population predictions  
 

Various agencies in state government periodically make future population predictions based on 
complex models that factor in expected fe rtility and mortality rates for the town as well as projected 
migration into or out of the town. It should be noted that population projections are expectations of 
what might occur. As with any prediction, the accuracy depends on the validity of its underl ying 
assumptions. While imprecise, they can give an idea of where the overall population may be heading.   

Since 1970 there have been five official population forecasts. An early prediction from 1979 
was for Hardwick to grow at a very high rate and have 3,914 residents by the year 2000 (see Figure 3). 
This turned out not to be a very good predict ion as the actual total was only 3,174 . In 1983 the 
predicted growth rate was adjusted down and was much more accurate. This prediction was off only 58  
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persons by the year 2000. Just before the 1990 Census the growth rate for Hardwick was adjusted down 
expecting very little growth . In 1993, after the 1990 Census release, the state increased the expected 
growth rate for Hardwick and made predictions out to 2010. By th e 2000 Census, the 1993 prediction 
was already off by 82 persons. The 2010 prediction was 3192, just 18 more persons than was present at 
the 2000 Census. 

The final set of predictions from the state was released in 2003 and forecasts Hardwickõs 
population o ut to 2020. These estimate a 7.8% growth rate for the first ten years and a n 8.3% rate for 
the following ten years. According to this set of projections, Hardwick should have 3,422 residents by 
2010 and 3,705 by 2020.  

Comparing the actual 2000 Census figures to the earlier predictions it can be concluded that 
the state has some difficulty forecasting future population growth in Hardwick. At best, the predictions 
are most accurate after Census counts and for short time periods (not more than ten years). The  lesson 
to be learned here is that, when viewing the new population forecasts it should be kept in mind how 
inaccurate the state predictions have been over the past 20 years and then judge accordingly.   

 

Figure 3. Population Predictions for the Town of Hardwick
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Sources: The People Book ð Vermont Population Projections 1980 -2000 (Vermont State Planning Office 1979); 
Vermont Population Projections 1985 -2000 (Vermont Department of Health 1983); Vermont Population Projections 
1990-2005 (Office of Policy Research and Coordination 1989); Vermont Population Projections 1990 -2015 (Vermont 
Health Care Authority 1993); MISER Population Predictions for Vermont, 2000-2020 (Stefan Rayer 2003). 

 

Options to achieve the goals of  this chapter  
 
 The community profile is more of a recording of the c urrent demographics of a town today than 
a set of goals for tomorrow. In a general populations will grow or decline based on many factors 
outside of a townõs control. The communityõs responsibility is to monitor the situation and respond as 
necessary to moderate over -population or increase services to meet an increasing demand. Below is a 
list of options and whether it is in use in town or not.  
 
Population growth  

 Towns should monitor existing conditions and adopt or amend regulations as necessary to 
guide growth in manner that will not negatively affect facilities and services or other goals 
outlined in this plan.  Hardwick has adopted both zoning and subdivision regulations and these 
appear to be adequate at this time to address current growth pressures. If the amount of 
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growth is a concern in the future, changes to the density or other provisions of the zoning could 
be an effective way to moderate the growth.  

 
Diversity 

 Towns should maintain an open and diverse community, welcoming to various ages, ethnic 
groups, races, religions, family types, and social and economic classes.  Having an open and 
diverse community is the responsibility of everyone in town. While the Selectboard, Planning 
Commission and other groups need to be aware of how their decisions may i mpact a diverse 
range of residents, it is the community that will determine if these different groups feel 
welcome.  

 
Overall  

 Participating in Act 250 hearings.  The Selectboard and Planning Commission have the 
opportunity to participate in any Act 250 appl ication under criterion 9(A) - Impact of Growth  if 
a project of concern arises.   

 

Goals, Policies, and Recommendations  
 
 In order to follow the guiding principles of this town plan, the Planning Commission will need to 
monitor growth rates in order to anti cipate situations that may have a negative impact on the 
community. State population forecasts will also offer some perspective into potential future population 
growth but, as mentioned earlier, the state has had some problems making accurate predictions w ith 
regards to Hardwick.  

 
GOAL 

¶ For Hardwickõs population to have a slow to moderate growth rate without placing a burden on the 
existing facilities and services. Growth should not exceed the Townõs ability to provide services to 
support the population.   

¶ For Hardwick to be a diverse community, welcoming to various ages, ethnic groups, races, 
religions, family types, and social and economic classes.  

 
As Hardwick has not experienced excessive growth over the past forty years, there hasnõt been 

significant ef fort to implement growth control measures. The zoning bylaws, subdivision regulations, 
and ordinances in effect have had more of a role of ensuring quality developments rather than limiting 
or prohibiting growth. If the amount of residential growth becomes  a concern Hardwick will need to 
consider additional regulations to ensure growth does not overwhelm existing facilities and services.      

 
POLICIES 

¶ The Town should continue to require major subdivisions (creating 4 or more lots over a five year 
period) to  meet additional requirements including requiring the projects not create a burden on 
existing services. 

¶ Subdivisions of 10 or more lots should be phased over a few years so as to not overburden the 
townõs services and facilities. 

¶ The Development Review Board should deny applications where the proposal will exceed the 
townõs ability to provide adequate service the future residents. 

 
The recommendations are for the planning commission to monitor future growth trends and be 

prepared to draft  or amend regulati ons if needed. The Town also has the right to participate in Act 250 
in order to address concerns related to the impact of growth on services.  
 
ACTIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

¶ If the number of persons moving into Hardwick becomes a major issue the Planning Commission 
should consider growth management tools, such as phasing, decreasing density requirements, and 
if necessary building caps or moratoriums . 
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¶ The Planning Commission should review and amend the ôFuture Population Predictionsõ information 
when figures are released by the State of Vermont, or other reliable source. This should be 
conducted, at minimum, every five years in association with the update of the municipal plan.  

¶ The Planning Commission should review all ôAct 250õ applications for its impact on the growth of 
the town. Where the application is determined to not conform to this chapter or any goal or policy, 
the Planning Commission or Selectboard should participate in the ôAct 250õ process in order to 
ensure the concerns of the tow n are addressed. 
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